
 

Congratulations! You 

have made it through 

the first few 

months! Bringing up 

healthy,  well behaved 

pups is hard work. 

There will be a few 

holes, a few chewed 

shoes and hopefully 

many good memories 

of your pup's first 

weeks. This newsletter 

will let you know how 

everyone is going, and 

hopefully inspire you 

to keep working  on 

those doggie manners. 

 At this age your pup 

should be ..................... 

¶ Enjoying chew 

toys 

¶ Successfully   

toileting outside   

¶ Sleeping through 

the night 

¶ Meeting  20 new 

people and dogs 

every week   

¶ Reliably following 

basic commands  

¶ Learning not to 

nip/chew people 

¶ Happy to be left 

alone                                    
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Our pups are 4 months old. 
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The first 4 months are a  

small window of time in 

our puppy's lives that 

determines who they 

will become as  adult 

dogs. The temperament,      

character and behaviour 

habits of your puppy are 

developed during this 

socialization period - 

and will last a lifetime. 

The experiences in the 

first four months will 

determine how your 

puppy relates to his 

family, strangers, ani-

mals and the environ-

ment in which he lives. 

However, itõs never too 

late  to make changes 

to the dog your puppy is 

starting to become.   

Effort put in to training 

now prevents so many 

problems in later life. 

Walking on the leash 

without pulling is one of 

your most important 

challenges. 

Paul,  Cassie,  òSaschaó and òIbbieó 
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 We are missing  Dixie, 

but  are busy planning a 

chocolate litter with  

Rebel for the end of the 

year.  

Paul is a wonderful dog owner who has one of Lissaõs puppies from 2001. 

Lissa was our foundation bitch, and sadly she passed away before your 

puppies arrived. She was an exceptional dog, and had passed these      

qualities on to Sascha. 

I am sure that Sascha will pass on some of these great traits to Ibbie. Ibbie 

was one of the calmer pupsñI wonder if she is driving Sascha silly with her 

puppy antics? 



 

COST 

* Desexing family pets reduces 

the cost to the community when 

unwanted pups are handed in 

to euthanize or rehomed 

* Caring for pregnant bitches 

through delivery, feeding,   and 

weaning can be a very            

expensive process.  Care of 

Fleur up to and including        

delivery cost $3,000. 

BEHAVIOURAL  

¶ Eliminates mounting urges          

* Eliminates females 

searches for a mate                                               

* less prone to wander 

and fight    

¶ * less likely to get lost or 

injured         

¶ * reduces territorial be-

haviour 

LEGISLATION 

It is now mandatory for dog 

owners  (Gold Coast) who do not 

desex to  obtain a Breedersõ 

Permit. This will involve a fee of 

about $360, a council visit and 

an exam. The aim of the new 

legislation is to prevent          

irresponsible breeding/ puppy 

mills. 

* Reduced risk of cystic ovaries,       

ovarian cancers , acute uterine infec-

tions and breast cancer in  females. Also 

reduced risk of other diseases like  

mammary cancer and peri anal tumours 

and hernias in females.                                            

* Desexed pets generally live longer and 

healthier lives             

*Entire females attract dogs to your 

home     

There are many benefits of         

desexing your puppy. 

HEALTH 

 * Reduced risk of getting     

cancer or other diseases of the         

reproductive organs such as 

testicular cancer/prostate     

cancer or disorders in males. 

Why Desex? / New Legislation 
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There are already too 

many beautiful puppies         

unable to find homes !  

 

Sam, òDarcyó, Juliette and Olivia, 

Mr Darcy lives with his owner Sam,  and mum and sister Juliette and Olivia in      

Brisbane. Mr Darcy even has his own web page! 

Sam has done a great job accepting all the puppy owner responsibilitiesð early 

morning òpee walksó in the  middle of winter were not fun ..... ( I Know!!!) and going 

to puppy school. Darcy has now graduated to the Intermediate obedience classñ

congratulations Sam! 

Darcy may have inherited one of Rebelõs  not so good traits. As a pup , Rebel had a 

reaction to what may have been an insect bite on her face. Darcy also had a       

reaction and came up in allergic bumps all over. Antihistamines were helpful in               

reducing the swelling in Rebel and Darcy, but a visit to the vet was necessary. 

Please watch out for this tendency in the other pups. 

I hope Sam enjoys the break from homework that his puppy  responsiibities will give 

him!  Olivia and Juliette, I hope you get all the cuddles and games and none of the 

chores! 



Reshma, Swapnil and òKryptoó.  
This pup definitely is a  super dog. He was 20 kilos at 

15 weeks !  His parents tell me that his strong personal-

ity is still there, but having clear boundaries  and train-

ing help! 

 

Keep up the training and be consistent with your rules 

with this type of dog. Because he is going to be a big, 

energetic boy, keeping up his training will be really  

important.  

Krypto is a wonderful eater and even wolfs down his broccoli! ( By the way, 

broccoli is a great vegetable to add to the diet.)  Congratulations on  

Exercise/play  
At this age, most of pupsõ exercise should come through play. Once vaccinations are      

complete ( plus 2 weeks) you can head out for walks around the neighbourhood and dog 

park. Before you head out into the wide blue yonder, you should be practising walking on the 

lead without pulling. If you haven't started yet, start now! For helpful tips, go to  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueE1S1k74Ao&feature=relmfu  

While playing, try to avoid always playing the same game  ( jumping/tennis balls/up and down 

stairs/quick swivel turns).The most important things are to have fun and donõt over do it. 

 

Diet  
It was great to hear that Krypto enjoys his broccoli ! Green leafy vegetables are really    

important for our pups. Whatever food you are feeding ñgood quality dry food, or the 

BARF diet ð please add lots of raw things to the diet.  

Every week, it would be great to add some of these foods to pupõs meals: 

¶ Green leafy vegetables ( mushed up or cut up as fine as possible)  

¶ Eggs ( including the shell)  

¶ Fish ( like sardines)  

¶ Rice or other grain like rolled oats ( oats should be soaked in water or soy milk over-

night to make them digestible)  

¶ Cottage cheese / pro biotic yoghurt  

The BARF world web site has lots of info ñworth a read!    http://barfaustralia.com/  

  www.aussiedog.com.au has a wonderful òHome Alone Toyó check it out!  

 

                                                  www.dogtime.com has a great section on puppies! 

 

Ticks will be around very soon Start a tick  and flea prevention program as 

soon as  you start  going to public/park areas. 
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   Great Ideas 

   Watch out ! 

http://www.aussiedog.com.au
http://www.aussiedog.com.au
http://www.aussiedog.com.au


49 Ironbark St 

Elanora 

Qld 4221 

 

Phone: 5522 4204 

Mobile : 0402 999 929 

E-mail: 

wendy@lissatinklabradors.com 

Happy healthy puppies from our 

home to yours.  

Stages of  development .     What to expect from now on ..... 

Bryce, Erica and òLexie ò( Dixie)
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Flight Instinct Periodñ4ñ8 months.  

This stage can last from a few days to   several weeks and can occur anytime   during this period. A puppy will 

test her wings.  She may challenge you in an attempt to resolve the question of leadership. She may not come 

when called( although she used to). She may not play fetch even though she once did. 

She will be uncomfortable because her adult teeth are growing in. It is because of this stage that prevention     

over cure is advocated -- you must start socializing and training before now! When you notice a change in your 

dog during this time, she is probably going through his "flight instinct" period. Like a teenager going through     

puberty, your puppy is changing physiologically. Your awareness   of these changes in behaviour will help get     

you through this  commonly difficult period. 

This is the time when obedience schools get most of their calls for help . Puppies that have not been socialized 

and worked with take a  different path in life than pups that have not had that socialisation and teaching. 

At around 6 months, your pup will experience a second fear period. She may suddenly  become apprehensive 

about new things, or shy or timid of new people or situations. Itõs best not too fuss to much, and definitely DO 

NOT mollycoddle or reassure,  either ignore or distract the pup. 

 

 

 

 

For useful information about  

developmental stages in pups, go to   

http://www.diamondsintheruff.com/

For useful information about all things 

doggie, go to 

www.getsmartdogs.com.au 

www.cleardogtraining.com.au  

www.pethealth.com.au 

Dixie, ( now Lexi)  has found a wonderful home with 
Bryce and Erica. Although we miss her terribly, I am very 
happy that she will have a fantastic life in her new 
home.  

Bryce has already started puppy school with her and has 
told me how quickly she is learning. Although sheõs had 

a few housetraining mistakes, she is fitting in well and 
adjusting to life without her first family.  
Keep up the great work, Bryce and Erica! 

Vaccinations 
You should all be having your last vaccination about now. Please remember that vaccinations are not fully effective until two weeks after they are given. So, no dog parks until then!  When you do hit the dog park, please protect pup from bad experiences ( aggressive or unpleasant dogs/people) - see the info on the fear period below. 


